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Overview
Microsoft PhotoStory is a free program that allows you to create exciting and informative multimedia stories from digital
photographs. You can add effects, such as scanning across a photo, insert transitions between photographs, include
background music, create captions, and even record a custom narration. Your finished presentation can be
played from the computer, or it can be saved for DVD or a website.
To begin, open Photo Story 3 by selecting Start > All Programs > PhotoStory 3 for Microsoft.

Create a New Story Project
When you open Photo Story, you will
see a Welcome screen. Select
Begin a new story and click Next.
Note: The project will look best if
your photos are of uniform size and
orientation (landscape or portrait).
On the Import Pictures screen, click
Import Pictures. In the File
Browser (see below), find and select
the pictures you want to import.

Select “Begin a new
story” & click Next.

TIP - Hold the Shift key down while
you select photos to select more
than one. Hold the Ctrl key down if
you want to select multiple pictures
that are not right next to each other.

Click “Import Pictures”
& locate your photos in
the File Browser.
Click “Edit” to adjust
selected photo.

Click “Edit” to
adjust selected
photo.

On the timeline, you can rearrange your
photos by clicking-and-dragging them to a
different location in the sequence. You can
also select a photo, then click Edit to
adjust the brightness, contrast, and color.

Add Text Captions
In the next step, you can add text to your photos.
To add text, select the photo on the timeline and
type your text in the text area.
Click the formatting icon (with the white “A” on it) to
select the font, size, and style of your text. Use the
alignment icons to align your text so that it sits at the
top, middle or bottom, left or right of your photo.
You can also apply some basic effects, such as
black & white, sepia, or negative, to your photo. To do
this, select the photo, the select the desired effect
from the h directly below the preview window.

Enter and format
text captions.

Cusomize Motion
Click “Custom Motion”
and select “Specify
Start and end position
of motion” to customize
zooming and scanning.

On the next screen you can customize the
motion and transitions between photos.
First, click the Custom Motion button
directly below the preview window. Be
sure to select the Specify start and end
position of motion checkbox, then clickand-drag the highighted box to adjust
the size and position of the start and end
positions. Click preview to see the
changes.
Click the Transition tab to select unique
transitions between photos.

Click the Transition Tab
on to select transition
between photos.

Add Narration
Photo Story captures narration individually for each picture and
displays the length of the narration for the picture on the right side of
the Narration controls. You can record up to five minutes of
narration for each picture. To assist you with narrating your story,
you can type your script into the text box below the record button.
The script is present for the current picture you are narrating.

Use the Record, Stop and
Delete narration buttons
to add narration.

To begin recording narration for a picture, click the picture on the
timeline to select it, then click the Record Narration
button. Speak into your microphone to record your narration.
When you finish the narration for a picture, you can click the Next
Picture button and then begin speaking again, or to narrate a
picture that is not the next picture in order in the film strip, click that
picture, and then begin speaking.
To specify the number of seconds that a picture without narration
will appear in the clip, click that picture in the film strip, and then click
Customize Motion.

Access microphone
settings

To delete the narration, click that picture in the film strip, and then
click the Delete Narration button. You can then record the narration
again.
Click preview to listen to your narration.

Add Background Music
You can add background music that plays during your story. A
different piece of music can play for each picture or for a group
of pictures.
The Select Music option lets you choose a piece of music
from your computer. The Create Music option lets you
customize prerecorded pieces and styles of music by selecting
the genre, style, bands, mood, tempo, and intensity of the
music.
To select the music for your story, select a picture, then
select or create a piece of music to start playing when the
picture is displayed in your story. The picture you select is the
anchor image, and indicates where you want the music to
start playing. The anchor image is indicated by a musical
note displayed beneath the picture in the timeline.The music
you select plays until the music ends or until another anchor
image that specifies a new piece of music be played is
encountered.
Note: if the anchor image is deleted from the story, the music
and any other customization associated with the anchor image
are also deleted from the story.
You can replace a piece of music for an anchor image by
selecting a different piece of music or by dragging a music file
onto the anchor image in the timeline.

Save your Story
To save your Photo Story 3
project, click the Save Project
button. Locate the folder where
you want your project saved, and
give your project a name. In
order to open the project for
future revisions, Photo Story 3
must use a .wp3 file name
extension.
The “Save your story” page
allows you export and save your
finished story as a video (.wmv)
file. The purpose, or “activity”
that you select for your story
determines which profiles or
quality settings are available for
your story. Activities include
saving the story to play on your
computer, sending the story in an
e-mail message, and saving the
story for playing on portable
devices.

Select an Activity for
your finished story.

To save your story, select an
activity that is appropriate for
your story, give your story a
name, and click Browse to locate
the location where you want your
story saved. (By default, the
project for your story is saved in
your My Videos folder.)
The current Settings for your
finished story are displayed in the
lower left corner of the dialog box.
To change them, click the
Settings button, and select a
different profile for your story.
Click Next.

Select settings for
your finished story.

After you select an activity for
your story, Photo Story displays
the Completing Photo Story 3
for Windows page, which
specifies the file name, the
location of the story you created,
and its file size. If you want, you
can immediately view your story
by clicking the Vew story
button, or create a new one.
If you choose to Send the story in
an e-mail message on the Save
your story page, the Completing
Photo Story 3 for Windows page
also displays two additional
options: Save a copy of your
story to your computer, and
Continue to mail your story. Click
the option you want to use.

To start working on a new story or edit an existing project file, click Create another
story. Clicking this link returns you to the Welcome to Photo Story 3 for Windows
page. You can create a new story, or click Edit a project to edit an existing story.
To change the story you just created, click Back to return to the previous pages,
make changes, and then save your story and, optionally, the project file.
Note: To view your completed story, you will need Windows Media Player 10
If people attempt to play your video stories on computers that do not have Windows
Media Player 10 installed, the Player will prompt them to download the required
video codec from the Microsoft Web site.

